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Survey Results: Safety 
How safe do you generally feel riding a bicycle in 
Hartford? 



Building a Community 

� Bikes bring something less tangible but equally 
valuable back to the city: humanity.  

� Every person that passes by on a bike is an 
opportunity to recognize a neighbor, friend or co-
worker; a chance for spontaneous social 
exchanges that make a small city feel like a 
home.  



People’s Interest in Wanting to Bike 
More 

 

 

 

 

Andersen, Michael. The First National Survey of People ‘Interested But Concerned’ About Biking. StreetsBlog USA. 
2015. 



Cycling Growth in other U.S Cities 
�  Hartford, CT is a small sized city with about 125,000 residents and 9 

neighborhoods. Smaller cities may offer some advantages for cycling because 
their short trip distances are more easily covered by bike, and because lower 
volumes of motor vehicle traffic makes cycling less stressful. 

Schmitt, Angie. The U.S. Cities Where Cycling Is Growing the Fastest. November 19th, 2013.  



Davis, California 
�  The League of American Bicyclists says that Davis budgets 

$100,00 a year for the bike path maintenance and has spent $14 
million dollars on bike projects in the last 10 years. Davis’ 
budget is not huge, but they work effectively with what they 
have.  

�  Since then, the city has implemented a series of bike friendly 
innovations that other cities should look to for inspiration. It’s 
built bike-only roundabouts, bike signal heads to improve 
traffic flow and detection technology that increases efficiency 
and safety. 

�  Davis has more bikes than cars, operates two bicycle advisory 
committees and employs two full-time bike coordinators. 

�   Has bike lanes on 95-percent of its major streets. 



Hartford’s Bike Lane System 

�  Hartford has gaps in between  

the current bike lanes and  

stitching a network together is  

very important for cycling  

infrastructure improvements and  

enhancing the safety of cyclists. 
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Survey Results: Cycling In Hartford 

When riding in Hartford, what part of the streets do you use? 



Survey Results: Improving Cycling 
infrastructure 

Rank the following infrastructure improvements in the order of how 
much safer they would make you feel. (1 being very unsafe and 4 being 
very safe) 



High Visibility Bike Lane between 
Capital and Farmington Aves 



Connecting Cycling with Park System 



Increasing Connectivity 



Proposed Bike Lanes 



Connecting the Bike Lane Network 



Types of Bike Lanes 



Other Type of Bike Lanes 



Cost of Transportation Projects 
•  A mile’s worth of urban highway can cost $20–80 million and often 

more, compared to a few thousand dollars or up to a million dollars 
for biking infrastructure. 



Economic Benefits 
�  People who ride bikes buy bikes. This puts people to work 

in bicycle shops and apparel stores.  

 

 

 

         

 

         

 

 



Environmental/Sustainable Benefits 
� Bicycles are a very cheap and sustainable 

transportation alternative.  

� Cyclists do not burn non-renewable fossil fuels. 

� Bicycles do not produce air pollution, carbon dioxide, 
or other harmful emissions.  

� American cars emit nearly a pound of CO2 per mile 
driven (282 grams per kilometer).  

� A bicycle commuter who rides four miles to work, 
five days a week, avoids 2,000 miles of driving and 
(in the United States) about 2,000 pounds of CO2 
emissions, each year. 



Health Benefits 



Advocacy 
�  More people tend to bike or walk to work when a city has 

strong biking and walking advocacy. Strong advocacy 
means strong active commuting! (Alliance for Biking and Walking. 2014 
Benchmarking Report.2014. http://www.bikewalkalliance.org/resources/benchmarking) 



Overall Benefits 
�  Traffic congestion reduction 

�   Roadway cost savings 

�  Air/Noise pollution reduction 

�  Energy conservation 

�   Traffic safety improvements  

�  Bike-transit integration 

�  Increase mobility to low-income earners, unemployed 
people, seniors and those under 18 years of age.  



Promoting Cycling: Open Street 
Events 
Critical Mass Chicago             Bike to School NYC                  



Bringing Cycling to Hartford 

�  What streets should be prioritized with bike lanes? 

�  How will the streets be prioritized? 

�  How to get the community involved? 

�  What type of  bike lanes? 


